Smurfing and Meth Lab Eradication

Presented to the
California State Assembly

Committee on Public Safety Committee
June 30, 2009

1. Meth Epidemic Solutions

* PSE: The key
ingredient necessary
to make meth
(d-methamphetamine)
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A meth lab:

Start with pseudo/ephedrine
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Add back hydrogen
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Remove the hydroxyl group

(+)-Methamphetamine (CioH1sN)

Outline
e 1. PSE and Eradicating Meth Labs
..and if extratime at the end:
e 2. Prevention: Something from Oregon
e 3. Treatment: Meth addiction 101

Pseudo/ephedrine and Meth
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(+)-Pseudoephedrine (C10H1sNO) (+)-Methamphetamine (CioH1sN)

Source of meth manufacture

¢ In the U.S. before effective PSE controls:
—35% of meth from small toxic labs
—65% from DTO super labs
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PSE flowing to the super labs

Cutting off the supply

So in 2006:

 Prediction:

* Meth purity
would go
down

* Meth price
would go up

* More
pressure to
cook locally

Most PSE is produced in
9 factories in 3 countries

Pictures courtesy of
The Oregonian

PSE imports plummet . ..

* Mexico:
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—2004 — 226 metric tons
—2005 — 98 metric tons
—2006 — 43 metric tons

—2007 — 40 metric tons
—2008 — 0 metric tons
—2009 — ban

Meth purity goes down . ..

U.S Methamphetamine Purchase Purity:
April 2005 through September 2007

Purity (Mean)
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Meth price goes up . .. So I reminded folks of my prediction
resurgence of local meth labs

U.S Methamphetamine Purchase Prices:
April 2005 through September 2007
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1 $140.42
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. uumev:ellu- ,-a Glmrlﬂol 2007, the price per pare gran of
Meth 5, from $141.43 o $344.53.
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Price Per Pure Gram (Mean)
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and, unfortunately, it came true A resurgence . .. from Arizona.

The Avisona Republic
Arizona seeing increase in meth labs

News » Nation Tuesday, Februsey 1

Meth lab seizures spiked upward in 2008 A i o i G 54 406 i 150 e

production.
They attribute it 1o Mexica's crackdown on the availabdty of p ghedrine. a key ingrediert to

enler of mainamp ¥ A ek
ement agencies con S maiking methamphwtamins

na began attacking meth pr rgely through local o L ing sales of
reted from more than
o fewes than a dozen man, o3 o 3 to Mexico
Although the lats dried up the demand for the drug didnt
Manufacturing meth and getting away with i can be very lucrative.

‘s the tetail price in Phosrix - they e doubling their money at least.” saki

. to Indiana. . . ...to Ohio

Indianapolis Star Akron Weacon Fournal

Meth production surges in Indiana Meth lab raids jump 42 percent in Summit
Authorities believe more users cocking drugs as imports dry up

U.S. production rises after crackdown in Mexico dents supply Rise follows 3 years of declines

SHIFT IN LAB SEIZURES IN INDIANA

Lawenforcement _autharities
ear
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...to Oklahoma. ..
Qulsa World

Meth lab spike reported in northeastern Oklahoma

oma. and ey hope a pen
would tghte
the tide.

o
police dealt 8 all of 2008, ¢
responded to 41

In Broken Arrow, police busted 10 mathamphetamine labs this year through February. In comparisan,
sk labs were found thers in 2008

...toTexas ...
JFort Worth Star-Telegram

Rural North Texas sees increase in meth labs

d in recent years by tough laws restricting access ko
tabs are making a small resurgence in rural areas of North Texas, auth

here up theough the Red River region.” said Capt. Phiip Allen of the
Office for the North Texas Regicn. “Most of them are
3 It iresicle vehicles.

e Mexican government's crackdawn on “super
labs” warring amang artels and the tightening of U.S. border security. Thase efforts have
reduce the supply entering the U5 and drive up prices.

ced by drug cane
1 cold medicines that

...to Mississippi . ..

The Clarion-Ledger
Mississippi meth labs on rise

Thursday, June 4, 2009

Despite a law making it harder to buy ingredients to make methamphetamine, lab busts are on
the rise in Missouri and Mississippi

The two states lead the nation in meth incidents, aithough Missouri takes first place by a wide
margin

Missouri State Highway Patrol Capt. Tim Hull said Wednesday that 462 lab busts and
discaveries of meth-processing dump sites were reported in Missouri for the first three months
of 2009, according to an intemal report. That was up from 426 incidents in the first quarter of
2008,

...to Tennessee. ..
The Tennessean

Meth labs make a comeback in Tennessee

B MICELE ToLNG. The TEL Lnoxville News Sentinel

Tennesses iy spees e Officials weigh tougher meth laws after
40% spike in number of labs seized

S L s

...to Alabama. ..

The Wirmingham I eiws

Alabama sees resurgence in meth labs

‘One-pot’ cooking gains popularity

Monday, May 12. 2008
By MIKE CASON. News staff wikter

Alabarna is seeing & resu ® i etarine labs, a reversal fram the decrease that followed a
2005 state law that made it harder to buy the main ingredients, drug enforcement agents say

More meth cooks past year have st ler, “ane-pal” cocking method that takes
fewer ingredients and can be mastly completed in a two-liter plastic soft drink bottle, authorities sa

Jason Murray. commander of the Talladega County Drug Task Force. sakd his agents have found 70
the “one-pot.” or “shake and bake.” meth labs since October.

That cent

o th labs the task force found in all of 2007, he said. Ifs like somebody
turned on a spigal

...tolowa...

IOWA cvs

Number of meth labs found could be up for first time in years

Thussday, January B, 2009
By DARWIN DAMIELEON

The state’s drug czar says a leveling off of the number of met labs in the state should be incentive 1o
eroale more control over te sake of one of the ey ingredients in the ilegal drug. Gasy Kendell, Director
of the Govemor's Office of Drug Control Policy, says after years of a steady deciing in numbers, meth lab
PumBers may've increased last year

Kendell says preliminary records shaw 174 meth labs wene found in lowa last year
2007. He says the numbers typically lag a ite, so the final numbers
war since we passed e pssutoeph,

Kendall says though, “smurfing” or p
g pasudoephedrin, has in
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...to Louisiana.. ..

The Netws -Star

Meth labs making comeback; 3 arrested

Tuesday, March 31, 2000
By STEPHEN LARGEN

Metro Narcotics agents arrested three West Monroe residents on methamphetamine charges Monday
aftencon. According to an armrest affidavit, Kelly Ricks, 34, 408 Guipha St. No. 1, agreed to pay Ashiey
Holzemn, 26, 415 Gulpha 54 No. 4, and Sally Trahan, 51. 401 Guipha 5t. No. 8. 520 each for ingredients
used io make methamphetamines.

Agents reportedly found clandestine laboratory materials and several baggies of methamphetamines in a
glass case in Ricks’ vehicle.

Hank Smith said a confidential informant provided a tip that led to the arrests.

n reportedly told agents she bought Iye for Ricks at a farm supply store, while Holzem reportedly
said she bought Ephedrine for Ricks at Walgreens.

...to Missouri . ..

Rangas City Star

Meth lab busts continue rising in Missouri

Wednesday. June 3, 2009
By JIM SALTER, Associated Press Writer

ST. LOUIS - Despite a law making it harder 1o buy to make lab
busts are on the rise in Missouri. Meanwhile, the state continues fo lead the nation in meth
Incidents, and by a wide margin

Missouri State Highway Patrol Capt Tim Hull said \Wednesday that 462 lab busts and
discoveries of meth-processing dump sites were reported in Missouri for the first three months
of 2009, according to an infernal report. That was up from 426 incidents in the first quarer of
2008.

HNo other stale was even close. Mississippi had the second-highest number of meth incidents,
with 145 in the January-through-March period, Michigan was third with 136

...to Kentucky . ..
Lexington Berald -Leadber

Meth labs back on the rise in Kentucky

Toddler's death brought attention to increase

access o o key
e meth drove down the
eshift kabs police found, but cnly
or a while

oy 30 death
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... to Michigan . ..

Ralamazoo Gasette

One-pot recipe boosts meth use in Michigan

Februar,

By R RKER. The Kalamazoo Gazetie

DETROIT — A slew of tough new laws attacking the menace of methamphetamine seemed to be
working: 451 meth-lab busts in Michigan in 2005 fell 10 201 in 2007

But now it seems that lull may have been the calm before a new stom.

Suddenly, meth-lab busts in some southwestern Michigan counties ane spiking again, law-enforcement
officials say. The reason: a quick new recipe for making the illicit

...to Nebraska. ..

Meth Labs Make Comeback in Nebraska

Monday, Apal 27, 2008

A, Neb. - Nebraska drug investig: are concerned that more methamphetamine labs may start

ving LD in the state

en laws were changed restricting the sale of
f methamphetamine.

The number of meth labs dropped si
pseudo ephedrine, a comman ingredien

We were getting run ragged,” Nebraska State Patrol investigator Shane Fiynn told KETV Newswatch T




The resurgence is fed by . .

-
E‘“j Smurfing! ™

‘1._.

Getting rid of smurfing . . .

* Options:
— 1. Electronic database monitoring
» Expensive
* Burdensome
* Reactive
« Limited impact . . . still have smurfing!
— 2. Prescription only
« Oregon . . . since 2006 . . .

Smurfing by example . . .

State Sen. Ginny Burdick of Portland (left), Rep.
Wayne Krieger of Gold Beach (center) and Sen. Roger
Beyer of Molalla (right) joined with Rep. Greg
Macphersen (not in picture) of Lake Osweqo to show
how easy It is for meth cooks to obtain enough cold
medicine to manufacture the illicit drug.
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There were only a few “no” votes

« HB 2485 * SB 907
—9 out of 90 —1 out of 90

The Oregonian S
Lawmaker faces arrest in Salem on meth charge g




Oregon Results

* Smurfing eliminated!

* Meth labs nearly
eliminated: New cold pils strike
* We have about 20 at home meth labs
remnants each year e = =
The 3 full labs we
have each year are
from smurfing in
neighboring states

What's it really meant . . .

The Oregonian

e For cold/allergy sufferers . ..

.. and the pharmaceuticals reformulate . . .

It became a marketing strategy!

@ THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

Plizer-Backed Move to Curb Cold Pills May Boost Company

INTRODUCING

NEW REFORMULATED SINE-OFF.
Works to fight colds, flu, sinus cangestian,
and the devastating effects of Meth abuse.

N

The sky didn’t fall

Few complaints The Oregon alternative “offers an

No public outcry effective approach . . . if broadly

| still live in Oregon adopted, there would be no reason to
develop state or national trackin

The CHPA / NACDS P g

. systems, resulting in substantial,
parade qf horribles never happened ongoing savings . . . "
e The law is now broadly celebrated

- NAMSDL Meth Precursor
* NAMSDL work group . . .

Tracking Advisory Committee

Page 7 of 7 pages





