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Dear Mr. Bovett:

In July of 2006, Oregon law required an individual possess a valid prescription to
purchase pseudoephedrine at a pharmacy. Since then, methamphetamine labs have
almost been eliminated in Oregon. In 2006 there were 63 documented clandestine
methamphetamine labs reported in Oregon. Two years later the number of labs
decreased to 18.

Per your request, we contacted our state Medicaid program to determine the
financial impact of requiring a valid prescription for the purchase of
pseudoephedrine. There has been a very small impact to Oregon’s Medicaid
program. Requiring a prescription for the purchase of pseudoephedrine has resulted
in an annual increase of $7,780 to the state’s Medicaid program based on the cost of
the medication.

The increase in the cost of prescriptions to the state’s Medicaid program is far out-
weighed by the decrease in costs associated with public safety, emergency room
visits, and social services.

Sincerely,

AU R

Richard L. Harris
Interim Assistant Director
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