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Eliminating smurfing and meth labs:
The Oregon Alternative

Pseudo/ephedrine   and   Meth

(+)-Pseudoephedrine (C10H15NO) (+)-Methamphetamine (C10H15N)

A Meth Lab:

(+)-Pseudoephedrine (C10H15NO)(+)-Methamphetamine (C10H15N)

(Ogata or Birch reduction)

Start with Pseudo/Ephedrine

Remove the hydroxyl group

Add back hydrogen

Reductions – Lessons Learned

Quantity limitations:
• Little to no reduction

BTC (Sch V lite):
• 40-70% reduction

BTC pharmacy (Sch V):
• 70-90% reduction

What’s left:  Smurfing

• Group smurfing
• Interstate smurfing
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Interstate smurfing
• The fix:

• Nationwide PSE control
• CMA 

• Schedule V
• CMEA (PAR-T7)

• Schedule V lite

Ricercar study (2001)
Examined PSE at Convenience Stores

• DEA commissioned study – Portland, Oregon
• Study results:

• Almost all stores were selling PSE “wildly in excess”
of legitimate consumer demand.

• Most stores were “extreme outliers” for what they 
should have been selling. 

• Example:
• “Sudafed” product sales expected to be in the 

$30-40 range per month per store, based on 
national studies.

• Instead, they were in the $500-$1,000 range per 
month per store!

In Oklahoma:  Compared convenience 
store PSE sales to Coca-Cola sales . . .

Smurfing

• Options:
• Electronic database monitoring

• Meth Production Prevention Act
• S 1276

• Oregon alternative:
• Prescription (Schedule III)
• HB 2485

Smurfing by example . . .
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Smurfing by example . . . There were only a few “no” votes
• HB 2485

• 9 out of 90
• SB 907

• 1 out of 90

Schedule III at the Polls

• What do the people think?

Schedule III at the Polls

• Hmmmm . . . but then . . .
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What?
• Same media outlet and pollster . . .
• Two weeks apart . . .
• What’s up?
• Talking out of two sides of her face?
• Maybe  blue vs.  purple blazer?
• Eric Mason?
• Ahhhh:

• ALL cold medicines   vs.
• SOME cold medicines

• But still no ACCURATE poll . . .

What really happened . . .

• Almost no whining at all . . .

. . . the pharmaceuticals reformulated . . .

Reformulate their 
cold and allergy 
medicines with 
the decongestant 
phenylephrine
(PE) instead of 
pseudoephedrine
(PSE)

What really happened . . .

• Almost no whining at all . . .
• I still live in Oregon . . .
• The bill is now broadly celebrated 

as a great success!

It’s now even a marketing strategy!
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Results?
• ONDCP Report (Nov 2006):

• Oregon:
• Strongest PSE law
• Largest meth lab reduction

• Since then:
• Oregon:

• Elimination of in-state smurfing
• Near elimination of meth labs in Oregon
• The handful we have left each year . . . 

. . . interstate smurfing

Results

• Even more striking:
• 16 of those 18 were dump sites or remnants!

Reductions – Lessons Learned
Quantity limitations:

• Little to no reduction
BTC (Sch V lite):

• 40-70% reduction
BTC pharmacy (Sch V)

• 70-90% reduction
Prescription (Sch III)

• 90+% reduction 

But then again, there’s always Colbert . . .

Our predictions . . .

• 1. Further reduction of smurfing and STL’s

• 2. Mexican drug cartels would fill the gap

• 3. Property crimes would increase

As it turns out . . .

• 1. Further reduction of smurfing and STL’s
• YES

• 2. Mexican drug cartels would fill the gap
• YES

• 3. Property crimes would increase
• NO
• Huh?
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It doesn’t seem right, but . . . International

• Recent success and good trends
• More pressure to cook meth locally

Super Labs
• Cutting off the supply of E/PSE feeding 

the super labs

Germany

China

India

Worldwide meth epidemic . . .
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The U.N. Gets Involved The Results . . .
• Imports of 

pseudoephedrine
plummet
• Mexico:

• 2004 – 226 metric tons
• 2005 – 98 metric tons
• 2006 – 43 metric tons
• 2007 – 40 metric tons
• 2008 – 0 metric tons*
• 2009 – ban*

The Results . . .
Purity levels dropped nationwide:

Spring 2005 = 77% Spring 2006 = 51%

The Results . . .

But then purity went back up . . .

• Temporarily . . .
• E/PSE Precursors:

• * N-Acetylpseudoephedrine Acetate (APSE)
• * l-Phenylacetylcarbinol (L-PAC)
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Zhenli Ye Gon Unimed Pharm Chem Mexico 

Purity down . . . Price up . . .
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Increasing pressure to cook locally

• Smurfing
• Ending smurfing . . . choices:

• 1. Electronic database monitoring
• 2. Oregon alternative – Schedule III

A couple work groups . . .

• National Alliance for Model State Drug 
Laws (NAMSDL)
• Precursor Tracking Advisory Committee
• Policy recommendations

• American Society for Automation in 
Pharmacy (ASAP)
• PSE Tracking Standard Workgroup
• Implementation standards

ASAP
• 38 pages of 

administrative 
misery for your 
local pharmacist

• Enormous  
taxpayer and LE 
expense

• Will it even 
work?

Oregon BOP Survey - April 2008 NAMSDL

The Oregon alternative 
“offers an effective 
approach . . . if broadly 
adopted, there would 
be no reason to 
develop state or 
national tracking 
systems, resulting in 
substantial, ongoing 
savings, literally in the 
millions of dollars.”



10

Rob Bovett, Legal Counsel
Oregon Narcotics Enforcement Association
rbovett@co.lincoln.or.us

Questions?


