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Pseudo/ephedrine and Meth

(+)-Pseudoephedrine (C10H15NO) (+)-Methamphetamine (CioH1sN)

Reductions — Lessons Learned

Quantity limitations:
Little to no reduction
BTC (Sch V lite):
40-70% reduction
BTC pharmacy (Sch V):
70-90% reduction

The Case for
Maving
Pseudoephedrine

E.:r‘{". :,: :-\e"“

to Schedule Il
[prescription only)

A Meth Lab:

(Ogata or Birch reduction)

Start with Pseudo/Ephedrine
Remove the hydroxyl group

Add back hydrogen

(+)-Methamphetamine (CioH1sN)

What's left: Smurfing
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e Group smurfing
e |nterstate smurfing




Interstate smurfing

The Oregonian

* The fix: Meth bill may miss potential pipeline
O A 8 The H ries to prote ini-marts that sell cold pills, but their
Nationwide PSE control a E,l‘ = ]egitim*“a‘::';aflei arlelﬁ:yl ct mini-marts that sell cold p t the

* CMA 2

Schedule V
Four ago, mark archet Jonathan Robbin sal down lo estimale how much cold medicine
O CM EA (PAR-T7) : g atypi Oregon could legitimately expect to sall in a month
Schedule V lite g

orcamant Adm ion - tound B4
sold more than S500 of the patential

Ricercar study (2001) In Oklahoma: Compared convenience
Examined PSE at Convenience Stores store sales to Coca-Cola sales . . .

* DEA commissioned study — Portland, Oregon

* Study results:
Almost all stores were selling PSE “wildly in excess”
of legitimate consumer demand.

Most stores were “extreme outliers” for what they
should have been selling.
Example:
“Sudafed” product sales expected to be in the | |
$30-40 range per month per store, based on e B
national studies. B Tl el el

Instead, they were in the $500-$1,000 range per
month per store!
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Smurfing

* Options:
* Electronic database monitoring
Meth Production Prevention Act
S 1276 A
* Oregon alternative:
Prescription (Schedule IlI)
HB 2485




Smurfing by example . . .

State Sen. Ginny Burdick of Portland (left), Rep.

Wayne Krieger of Gald Beach (center) and Sen. Roger
Beyer of Molalla (right) joined with Rep. Greg
Macpherscn {not In picture) of Lake Dswego to show
haw easy It is for meth cooks to obtain enawgh cold
medicine to manufacture the illicit drug.

Schedule Il at the Polls

* What do the people think?

Schedule Il at the Polls

e Hmmmm . .. butthen. ..

There were only a few “no” votes

e HB 2485 e SB 907
* 9 out of 90 * 1 outof 90

The Oregonian . S
Lawmaker faces arrest in Salem on meth charge - §




What?

Same media outlet and pollster . . .
Two weeks apart . . .

What's up?

Talking out of two sides of her face?
Maybe blue vs. blazer?
Eric Mason?

Ahhhh:

* ALL cold medicines vs.

* SOME cold medicines

But still no ACCURATE poll . ..

What really happened . . .

* Almost no whining at all . . .

The Oregonian

Political pressure drives drug industey to change

...the pharmaceuticals reformulated . . .

@ THE WALL STREET JOURNAL New cold pills strike

Reformulate their
::ﬁz.ur-[i:wkud Move to Curb Cold Pills May Boost Company l atl home meth Ialhs G | d . d al | ergy
otihier W Fusaifoie 3 mulkion 35% BOAG 850

A 13,08 Jome el e e medicines with

IUST A YEAR ago. P, 7 ' the decongestant
phenylephrine
(PE) instead of
pseudoephedrine
(PSE)
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What really happened . . . It’s now even a marketing strategy!

* Almost no whining at all . . .
* | still live in Oregon . . . F e el \.oouch

. . | NEW REFORMULATED SINE-OFF.
e The bill is now broadly celebrated F : FF ) . [irisiniiiuhinbe sty
as a great success! Bl m—t 4




Results?

* ONDCP Report (Nov 2006):
© Oregon: - January January January M January
Strongest PSE law irallio il sl S o v

. April L April L 1 3 .\\1|'-Ir||‘|II
Largest meth lab reduction ) May oS Mmoo 5 M2 Mm
July n Tuly
* Since then: Spttmonr §3 September 38
October Ot 34

- Oregon: e & TRl e
Elimination of in-state smurfing
Near elimination of meth labs in Oregon
The handful we have left each year . .. Even more striking:
... interstate smurfing * 16 of those 18 were dump sites or remnants!

473 192

Reductions - Lessons Learned But then again, there’s always Colbert . . .

Quantity limitations:
Little to no reduction
BTC (Sch V lite):
40-70% reduction
BTC pharmacy (Sch V)
70-90% reduction
Prescription (Sch IIT)
90+% reduction

Our predictions . .. As it turns out . ..

e 1. Further reduction of smurfing and STL's e 1. Further reduction of smurfing and STL's
* YES
e 2. Mexican drug cartels would fill the gap e 2. Mexican drug cartels would fill the gap
* YES
* 3. Property crimes would increase * 3. Property crimes would increase
* NO
* Huh?




It doesn’t seem right, but . .. International

* Recent success and good trends
* More pressure to cook meth locally

Super Labs

e Cutting off the supply of E/PSE feeding
the super labs

Che Sunday Oregonian

he Oregonian

Fricay, March 3, 2006

Worldwide meth epidemic . . .

“This is the most important meth bill that's ever been

passed by the United States Congress.” International Werald Tribune
. M .t chman o B e izt e ot

Congress OKs landmark
restrictions to fight meth

Czech drug epidemic threatens to spread through Europe




Gets Involved D5 The Results . ..
e Imports of Impocts
pseudoephedrine
plummet
* Mexico:
2004 — 226 metric tons
2005 — 98 metric tons
tmports o ephadrine and pseudoaphesrine ) — 2006 — 43 metric tons
Crwmgons i oot e _ 2007 — 40 metric tons
5 e ; E . 2008 — 0 metric tons*
2009 - ban*
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The Results . . . The Results . . .

Purity levels d d nati ide:
urity levels dropped nationwide T

Dropping meth numbers Mexican Bordar Town Caught in Drug War MR i g Moy Mo

Purity
I:EI. ity of methamphetanine sold on the street has plonged for e &
fii i T 1953005,

Drug Violence Rocks Acapulco

= Tijusna's Drug Boom Reflects Mexico's New Problem

= Mexico's Drug Wars Leave Rising Death Toll
“
- Violence Surges Along U.S.-Mexico Border

e The: Chegomtan's anabysts of dlata from the LS. Drug Enfoecemsent Adminksarntion

Spring 2005 = 77% =» Spring 2006 = 51%

But then purity went back up . ..

Ap Associated Press

Mexico launches war on drug lords + Temporarily . . .

Calderon vows war against notorious drug gangs . E/PSE Pf‘eCUf‘SOI"S:

T — * * N-Acetylpseudoephedrine Acetate (APSE)
‘"s*co_uﬂ:w\ws fl'.utstm.-,a Isear;mn;: for d-ruzz of weapans. f -4 ': o« X /_Pheﬂy/acefy/ca/"blho/ (L‘PAQ

Hellcopters swooped low over remote mountainiops, looking
for signs of opium and marijuana fields

Tuesday, December 12. 2006

Ships patrolied Mexico's main Pacific port, a hub for drugs
armiving from Central America and Colombia.

Less than two weeks after taking office, President Felipe
Calderon launched a full-scale attack on the drug trade in his
heme state of Michoacan

He is promising to bring an end to traffickers’ homific infimidation tactics.




Che Oregonian

Mexico halts meth chemical at Pacific port

18.5 tons - The seizure shows controls aren’t solid and could be leverage for China

Thursday, December 14, 2006

STEVE SUQ

Mexican officials inspecting a cargo
container shipped from China have
uncovered a 19.5-ton cache of
pseudoephedrine, enough to make a
dose of methamphetamine for every
adult American.

Hundreds of barrels containing the

essential meth ingredient were

seized Dec. 5 at the Lazaro

Cardenas seaport in  Michoacan

after a citizen tip, according o

Mexico's attorney general. It was the

argest seizure of pseudoephedrine or ephedrine in Mexican history and one of the biggest on
record worldwide

REUTERS

Police find $206 million in drug cash in Mexican house U.S. arrests Chinese-Mexican suspected meth king

Friday, March 16, 2007

y. July 35, 2007

MEXICO CITY (Reuters) - Police have found I CITY (Resth -,m iind Staies amested on Monday [
$206 milicn in cash, belonging 1o drug i Mes labxatory ¢ accused of helpng make huge
smugglers who imporied chemicals used fo 3 q s pstal meth, four months afer poboe found S206
make methamphetamines. pik inside @ R 5 milion cash in ks Masica City mansion

:::;?;:,hx; D"n-m ::::Jncj:-l FI‘J{’?"& Chy Mexico's atiomey general, Eduardo 1‘6_6"-] Mora, sad US.
d x " d L < aahones had cectemed e amest of Chingse.om Zherk Ye
Police arrested seven people at the house S
found wads of hundreds of dollars stuffed e : . rocaived the news informally but confimod by offcial
vers, sufcases and closets around the : souirces that the armest tock pkacs.” Modina Mara said on Maxitan
television retwork Teks

wquested the extraditon of Ye Gon, the atiomey
gererals offioe sad in a stavement. He was amested i the
Washington suburh of Wheaton, Mandand

Iwars o immechatety chear if the amest was the result of Mexoo's
requis, aithoug oritios had pevviously said no warmants
had boen ssund for Yo Gon Moxico now has B0 days 1o make its
£ase for extradion

Meican pofice in March raided a marsion owned by Y Gon and
fourd wads of US. bank notes in bulgng sutcases and
ovarfiow closats.

o -
Zhenli Ye Gon Unimed Pharm Chem Mexico

Purity down . .. Price up

U.S Methamphetamine Purchase Prices:
April 2005 through September 2007 April 2005 through Septemher 2007

U.S Methamphetamine Purchase Purity:

sm.n
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/ 100,12
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e $13287

. . S g0y $11270
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o thse 3 quarter of 2007, the purity of
dotremsed J14A oo 3654 to 0.1k, = From the 19 quarter to the 3 quartsr of 2007, the prics per pure gram of
muumme:.umlm ncrisited 7%, from $141.42 1o $248,53,
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Purity (Mean)

Price Per Pure Gram (Mean)
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the malaysia star o-

Ten in court for preparing drugs for trafficking

Friday, Marc
By MEERA v

JOHOR BARU: Ten men, including nine foreigners. were charged at a magistrate’s court in
connection with a drug trafficking case.

The accused in the first charge were Ho Bee Seng, 53, and Tan Chwee Liang, 28, from
Singapore, Jesus Alfonso, 368, and Jerge Enrique, 32, from Mexice and James Dugale, 41, from
Canada

They were all alleged 15 have committed a preparatory act for trafficking 40.8kg of Ketamin on
March 4 at about 3.10pm at No 77, Jalan Jingga 5, Taman Pelang

The other five accused were Lim Mun Wang, 52, from Singapore, Lee Boon Sian, 44 from
Malaysia, and Jose Regino Gonzalez Villarreal, 28, Simon Gonzalez Villarreal, 32, and Luis
Alfonsc Gonzalez Villarreal, 40, from Mexico

They were charged with committing a preparatory act for trafficking 215kg of methamphetamine

at around 3.15pm at IPL Packaging Industries Sdn Bhd at 55, Jalan Desa Idaman 1/5. Senai
Industrial Park on March 4.

A couple work groups . ..

* National Alliance for Model State Drug
Laws (NAMSDL)
* Precursor Tracking Advisory Committee
* Policy recommendations

* American Society for Automation in
Pharmacy (ASAP)
* PSE Tracking Standard Workgroup
* Implementation standards

Oregon BOP Survey - April 2008

@ Impact of Pseudoephedrine Regulation in Oregon USU
. e o e e o s ol

Increasing pressure to cook locally

* Smurfing
* Ending smurfing . . . choices:
* 1. Electronic database monitoring
* 2. Oregon alternative - Schedule ITI

ASAP
* 38 pages of
administrative
misery for your
local pharmacist

* Enormous
taxpayer and LE
expense

e Will it even
work?

NAMSDL

The Oregon alternative
“offers an effective
approach . . . if broadly
adopted, there would
be no reason to
develop state or
national tracking
systems, resulting in
substantial, ongoing
savings, literally in the
millions of dollars.”
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Questions?

Rob Bovett, Legal Counsel
Oregon Narcotics Enforcement Association
rbovett@co.lincoln.or.us
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